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BROTHERHOOD:
A POWERFUL 
FORCE FOR GOOD
Real brotherhood is one of the most powerful forc-
es in the world. And it’s something the world greatly 
needs. Jesus showed us what brotherhood really is by 
doing three different things:
1. Loving his “brothers;”
2. Respecting everyone;
3. Bringing out the best in everyone.

Loving His Brothers

The best definition of real brotherhood that I’ve heard 
is what Jesus told his disciples: “Greater love has no 
one than this, to lay down his life for his friends” (John 
15:13). And he followed his own words. He laid down 
his life for all of us.

Jesus proved to us that if you really love your friends, 
you will do anything for them, even if it demands 
dying for them. That is what brotherhood is to me -- a 
feeling of complete commitment to your “brothers,” 
friends, that you would do anything for them.

Respecting Everyone

Jesus had such a close bond brotherhood with his 
disciples that during the last supper they spent 
together before he was arrested and killed, he washed 
his disciples’ feet (John 13:12-17). Even though Jesus 
was considered greater than his disciples because 
he was their teacher, he washed their feet as if they 

were greater than he was. This showed tremendous 
respect and love for them.

Bringing out the Best in Everyone

Jesus also made his disciples think about what 
they should be doing for each other. He urged them 
to be more compassionate, patient, trusting, and 
caring towards one another. All of these combined 
would create an indescribable brotherhood between 
everyone.

Sharing Brotherhood

Brotherhood is loving one another as if there were no 
tomorrow. Doing so can bring extraordinary changes. 
But more than that, brotherhood is a powerful force 
for good, which comes straight from God.

Nothing is holding us back from expressing and 
feeling brotherhood. We don’t lack anything we need 
to experience it. And we don’t have to “make” or force 
it to happen, either. We just need to follow Jesus’ 
example by loving and respecting one another and 
bringing out the best in each other. 

“I say to you, whoever believes in me will do the works 
that I do,  and will do greater once than these, because I 
am going to the Father.”  - John 14:12 

Br. S. Arockiaraj

September 18; Caussanel Province is very 
much delighted to extend it’s heartfelt wishes 
to Bro. Irudayam Fernandes who received an 
appreciation citation from the District Collector 
of Tirunelveli for his selfless service and 
strenuous efforts  in helping the patients to get 
treated in the government hospitals  during the 
COVID- 19  pandemic period.

September 27; The birth 
anniversary of our holy 
founder, servant of God 
Rev . Fr. Adrian Caussanel 
was celebrated on 
27th September at the 
foundation chapel in 
Irudayakulam. Brothers 
from neighboring 
communities participated 
in the Eucharistic 
Celebration and shared 
their fraternal love 
among themselves and 
got rejuvenated in spirit.
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On continuing to write about Beatitude and its values 
of happiness, this is the final reflection, targeting final 
part of the Beatitude. Happiness reckons us to practice 
two important ideals. One is to be humble and another 
is to sacrifice. Either way, we reflect Jesus who dwells in 
us and how we allow Jesus to revive us in a daily basis. 
Either way, it helps our character be strong and sturdy. 
Either way, we become shaped by every spiritual gift 
Jesus assures us. Sacrifice does not signify the sacrifice 
of Jesus who laid down His own life for us. Sacrifice, 
even in a small measure, should give us that peace and 
joy that Jesus is with us always. When sacrifice reflects 
God’s abundant blessings, humility ascertains how 
loving we can be in the lives of others. Life is not about 
measure for measure. It is about being measureless 
even when we are not measured for what we do, what 
sacrifices we have made and how humble we are. The 
most beautiful thing about sacrifice and humility is that 
we can never be hurt if we practice these at any point 
of our lives and it is evident these two virtues summate 
every other virtue subsumed in the Bible. Here are the 
final beatitudes for our rumination!
BECOMING A PEACE BUILDER 
How would you like to be remembered? What kind of 
reputation do you covet? What kind of image do you 
desire? What words would you wish to be carved on 
your tombstone? These are so dangerous questions 
to ask, yet they make absolute relevance to someone 
who pursues peace. The seventh beatitude on peace 
reckons us to become HOPE to others. Do we light that 
hope in the lives of others? In the century of spiritual 
degradation and hopelessness, are we trying to be the 
torch-bearers of that HOPE? Do we intend to transform 

the lives of others? These questions 
will feed our need of self-esteem, 
self-respect and self-worth. What 
else do we need if we have all these 
three? In Isaiah 58:12, it is beautifully 
written, “You shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
the restorer of streets to dwell in.” Yes, as religious we 
should try to restore, revive and renew every broken 
heart, every destroyed youth and every distorted family. 
However, first try making peace with yourselves.

PERSECUTED FOR BEING RIGHT

No wonder! If we practice all the precepts in the beatitudes, 
we shall surely be persecuted. Remember. Jesus saves 
his toughest teaching for last. Only those who have gone 
through all the previous classes are qualified for admittance 
to this final lesson: “Blessed are those who are persecuted 
for righteousness’ sake.”  Persecution is something all of 
us have faced or will face. For some—especially in certain 
countries - persecution takes the form of physical torture. 
Through the years, it has been everything from the rack 
to bamboo under the fingernails to cigarette burns and 
electric shock. With terrorism on the march today, this 
subject becomes painfully relevant. In such situations, we 
should persevere, stay positive, be prepared, persist, be 
ready to pardon and most importantly, we should keep 
praying. 

In my personal view, the last lesson is the greatest 
of all in which is every other lesson is entwined and 
embedded. Christianity is a wonderful way of living, 
making us realise that suffering is the greatest source 
of God’s blessings in our lives. Praise the Lord!

- Bro. Chaini

WHO IS HAPPY TODAY

September 04; Bro. Maria Joseph’s Birthday 
was specially remembered and celebrated 
at our Community with a special Holy 
mass. All the brothers greeted the birthday 
celebrant.  
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